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the theory of marginal utility of value, as M. Truchy,
see in it especially "a key for the opening of doors behind
which there is nothing very much," will doubtless realise
that the first notions of these new formulae were learned
from Gide. Nothing has contributed more to the diffusion
of Menger's theory on marginal value than the classic
example of the pails of water arranged in order of
importance according to their use, of which the total
value is determined, not by adding up their separate and
decreasing values, but by the process of multiplication,
having for multiplicand the number of interchangeable
and identical units of the same kind and for multiplier
the value of the last unit, the marginal unit, the least
valuable of the series. The little story of the gardener
upsetting the pail of water theoretically intended for
drinking purposes and contenting himself with promoting
by one place all the remaining pails, so that only the last
requirement, the least urgent, need be sacrificed, has
done more for the popularisation of this theory than the
learned and inaccessible dissertations of German works,
often, moreover,  untraceable.  The  discussion  of the
notion of need, the use of the word desirability, in contrast
with ##///? and designed to avoid the necessarily definitive
acceptance of that term, testify to Gide's leaning towards
the human being and psychological motives considered
as the basis of individual and social economic life.
Again, with Gide, the object of political economy is
not abstract man, homo oeconomicu^ the economic skeleton
stripped of flesh and viscera, of passions and feelings, and
reduced solely to the bony framework of its interests.
It is a complex being, moved not only by its interests but
by its convictions. Besides, interest itself is the function-
ing of a multitude of factors, for there is not only
pecuniary interest, the desire for profit, but also the
desire^for leisure, so potent in the campaign for the
reduction of hours of labour, the desire for independence
Brhich leads to the insurgence of the working class against
the rule of the professional class, the desire for security
lies at the bottom of more and more universalised

